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Egypt - Middle East 

1. [PHOTOGRAPH  ALBUM  ALGERIA, TUNISIA,  EGYPT]. 1899-1901. 1 vol. 4to oblong (175 x 375 mm) containing: 

115 photographs of Algeria and Tunisia and 140 of Egypt. Labels on the front endpaper: òFournitures photographiques Louis 

Schrambach, 15 rue de p®pini¯re, gare St Lazareó òDF Paris, MG222.ó (A few stains). Black half-shagreen with corners, spine with 

blind-stamped raised bands, covers covered with wine-colored paper, gilt paper endpapers. 

Magnificent album of photographs from 

a trip to Algeria, Tunisia, and Egypt from 

1899 to 1901.  

Although the author is unknown, three 

men are nevertheless the subject of the 

first photographs as they embark for 

Algiers. The small-format photographs 

are mounted 3 to 6 per page. Most are in 

landscape format, and some form 

sublime panoramas in a single shot or by 

assembly. The quality of the 

compositions clearly demonstrates a 

photographic eye. The subjects are very 

varied and faithfully depict North Africa 

with its inhabitants, scenes of daily life, 

natural landscapes, architecture, and 

remarkable historical sites. The first part 

is devoted to Algeria, where the author 

stayed from April 1899, while the second 

depicts Egypt from December 1900 to 

January 1901. Each section is introduced 

by a full-page title beautifully 

calligraphied in black ink. Some of the 

photographs in the section on Egypt are 

captioned, and it begins with the 

departure of the three men from 

Messina for Cairo. Below is the list of 

titles: Barracks in Cairo, The Obelisk of 

Heliopolis, Ostriches, Tombs of the 

Caliphs, Old Cairo, The Sphinx and the 

Pyramids, Luxor, Gate of Thebes, 

Avenue of Sphinxes Karnak, Karnak, 

Mr. Legrain at work (Georges Legrain, 

1865-1917, Egyptologist), Luxor, The 

Nile at Luxor, Valley of the Kings, 

Colossi of Mennon, Esneh Landing 

Stage, Temple of Edfu, View of Edfu, 

Kom Ombo, Karnak Sphinx Avenue, 

Chadoufs, View of Aswan, Market in 

Aswan, Wig Maker in Aswan, Grain 

Market in Aswan, Bisharin Camp in 

Aswan, Bisharin Tent, Bisharin Women 

and Children, Philae, Arrival at Philae, Lunch in the Temple at Philae, The cataracts near Philae, Children near the first cataract, 

Panoramic view taken from the temple of Philae, First cataract, Work on the dam at the first cataract, Potter in Keneh, Chadoufs, 

Potter, Medinet El-Fayoum, Dovecote, Lunch in the temple of Abydos, Banks of the Nile, Abydos Memphis, Pyramid at Saqqara. 

Beautiful album in good condition. 5575 

$ 1 800 

2. [ARABIA/  ADEN]  17 ORIGINAL ALBUMEN PRINTS OF THE CITY OF ADEN AND ITS INHABITANTS . SLND [Aden, 
circa 1870] 17 original photographs in various formats (from 54 x 93 mm to 280 x 215 mm) printed on albumen paper, captioned in 

pencil. Mounted on 10 period cardboard sheets measuring 432 x 340 mm (yellowed at the edges). 

A beautiful set of 17 photographs of the port of Aden, its monuments and its population around 1870. 



These albumen paper prints from glass plates are 

mounted on 10 sheets of cardboard and captioned 

in pencil. Eight are large format on one sheet and 

nine are small format on two sheets: 1- òAdenñthe 

black cityñpanoramaó (215 x 250 mm) 2- òIn the 

harbor of AdenñArab bazaarsñhotels.ó (215 x 250 

mm) 3- on one sheet: The inhabitants of Aden: 

òArab girl,ó òSomali woman,ó òSomali,ó òArab 

woman,ó òAdenian.ó Dim (90 x 55 mm) 4- on one 

sheet: the inhabitants of Aden: òArab pilgrim,ó 

òSomali,ó òSomali,ó and òSomali womanó (90 x 55 

mm) 5- òEntrance to the cisterns-the botanical 

garden-do not touch the flowersó (220 x 280 mm) 

6- òThe large cistern-Adenó (220 x 275 mm) 7- 

òSomali groups-Arabia.ó (215 x 265 mm) 8- òAt the 

camel market.ó (195 x 255 mm) 9- òAn Arab 

womanó (270 x 230 mm) 10- òAt the camel market-

wood merchants.ó (200 x 250 mm).  

The 13 photographs devoted to the population of 

Aden and its activities are of great ethnographic 

interest. 

A valuable iconographic source of well-contrasted 

prints in good condition. 6380 

$ 1 680 

 

 

 

 

3. 

AVRIL  (PHILIPPE). -VOYAGE EN DIVERS ÉTATS D'EUROPE ET D'ASIE, POUR DECOUVRIR UN NOUVEAU CHEMIN A LA 

CHINE . CONTENANT PLUSIEURS REMARQUES CURIEUSES DE PHYSIQUE, DE GEOGRAPHIE, DõHYDROGRAPHIE & 

DõHISTOIRE. AVEC UNE DESCRIPTION DE LA GRANDE TARTARIE, & DES DIFFERENS PEUPLES QUI LõHABITENT . Paris, 
Barbin, Boudot, Josse, 1692. 1 vol. in-4° (250 x 185 mm) with : [10] ff. (false title, title, epistle, preface) ; 1 engraved portrait of 

Stanislaw Jablonowski (1634-1702) ; 406 pp. ; [11] ff. (Table) ; 3 engraved plates ; 1 fold-out map of Siberia. Bookplate: òRay m. Lud 

Sabatie D'astors. Baum®s fecit Monspelii.ó. (worm hole on several leaves, stains). 

Contemporary full marbled fawn calf, spine ribbed and ornamented, gilt title, scrolls on the edges, edges speckled with red (missing 

upper headpiece, small missing lower headpiece, 4 corners dulled with missing corners). 

First edition of this account of two voyages to China by Philippe Avril (1654-1698), a French Jesuit priest, missionary and explorer. 



In 1685, Father Philippe Avril was sent to China by Louis XIV to join the Peking mission and open up an overland route. In January 

1685, Avril left Marseille with instructions from Jean-Dominique Cassini and arrived in Syria. He crossed Asia Minor and joined 

another Jesuit, Louis Barnabé, in Erzurum (Turkey). Together, they explored the Caspian, where Avril measured the dimensions and 

astronomically determined the position of Astrakhan. Moving up the Volga, they arrived in Moscow in January 1687. However, the 

Russians, seeing this journey to Peking as Western interference in border negotiations between their two nations, refused to grant them 

transit visas. Indeed, the author's thoughts on this matter can be found on pp. 257 and 258: òAs the deputies of the Court of Moskou 

had sent to the Diette de Pologne according to custom, had spoken on various occasions of the discontent of the ambassadors who 

had come to France, & that moreover they debited under hand the false news of a combat given between the army of the Czars & that 

of the Emperor of China, where it was even assumed that two Jesuits had been taken by the Muscovites, I foresaw that these rumors 

were like so many harbingers of the refusal they wanted us to make passage from Siberia, even though they had solemnly refused. ò. 

Barnabé returned to France to ask the king for help, while Avril went to Warsaw to seek the intervention of John III Sobieski.  

Back in Moscow, Avril met Antoine Beauvollier, Barnabé's traveling companion, who had arrived alone in Moscow because Barnabé 

had unfortunately drowned in the Baltic Sea. On February 2, 1689, Avril made his final religious profession in Moscow. The Tsar was 

adamant that he could not guarantee them his protection. In the spring of 1689, the two travelers found themselves in Constantinople. 

P. Avril, ill, returned to France the following year. He published the present work. However, he did not give up his attempt to reach 

China by land. So, when the opportunity arose, he accompanied Guy Tachard to southern Asia. He arrived in Goa (Portuguese India) 

in 1696, where he remained for two years. He finally managed to board a ship leaving Surate for the Far East, but the vessel was caught 

in a storm and wrecked off the coast of Formosa. Father Philippe AvrilI drowned on August 18, 1698. His unsuccessful efforts to 

reach Peking via Russia showed that the latter was not prepared to allow passage through its territory. Despite this failure, his notes, 

and especially the present work on his travels in Russia and the Near East, have provided Europe with descriptions of hitherto unknown 

lands. 5782                           $ 3 600 

4. BANDARI  (BASILE) - [COMMERCIAL  LAW BOOK IN ARABIC] IT 

INCLUDES THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL OF EXCHANGE, PROMISSORY NOTE, 

PROMISSORY NOTE ISSUED TO THE ORDER OF THE AUTHORIZED PERSON, 

DEED OF RESIDENCE, PROMISSORY NOTE ISSUED TO BEARER, TRANSFER 

PAPERS WHICH MUST BE PAID AS SOON AS THEY ARE CONSULTED, 

DOCUMENTS CONTAINING AN ORDER TO PAY , A LETTER OF CONSIDERATION 

AND A REIMBURSEMENT. [TRANSLATION OF THE TITLE INTO ARABIC]. 

Imprimé par la presse arabe en Egypte, Le Caire, 1er août, 1908. 1 vol in-8° (240 

x 165 mm) of : 314 pp. Title framed by a frieze, text printed in a double frame. (wet stamp 

in Arabic on the title). Full black contemporary morocco, framed by blind-stamped fillets 

on the covers, spine with muted ribbing, marbled edges, signed in red silk. (defects of 

use). 

Rare treatise on commercial law printed in Cairo at the beginning of the 20th century, 

one of the first of this nature published in Arabic.  

Its author, Basile bandary, lawyer before the Mixed Court of Appeal of Cairo, indicates 

in his preface the nature and purpose of his work: [translated from Arabic] "the Ottoman 

Empire established a commercial law that is currently implemented in the countries of 

the higher state. The Egyptian street established two laws in force, one for the civil courts 

and the second for the mixed courts. It is applicable in the Egyptian country. However, 

as these three commercial laws were taken from French commercial law, and they were 

taken, like the commercial laws of other countries, and were not devoid of a brevity and 

ambiguity that the understanding cannot understand, it was necessary to replace with a 

detailed explanation, clarifying in them what was obscure of their secrets, with clarity. This 

is why we have seen European jurists roll up their sleeves and explain their commercial 

laws, eliminating the most difficult ones, extracting the deepest ones, revealing the 

problematic issues and clarifying the problematic facts. They have filled huge volumes 

with these explanations, of which there is no edition in Arabic. [é] I wanted to follow in the footsteps of these distinguished 

personalities. I have chosen this section of commercial transactions rather than others, in accordance with the rule of "giving priority 

to the most important over the important", because people need to know the provisions of these instruments more than all other 

instruments [...] For this, they have an extreme need for it, given the frequent and daily use of the aforementioned instruments by the 

public. He explained its provisions, in accordance with each of the three commercial laws: Ottoman and Egyptian mentioned above. 

In order for Arabic-speaking people to benefit from this book, whether they are residents of the countries of the Higher State, residents 

of Egyptian countries, or residents of Tunisia, Algeria and others, which are covered by the French provisions. I have divided it into 

two parts: the first is specific to the policy due to the difference in its materials and the complexity of its provisions, and the second is 

specific to the document for one subject and the rest. Reproductions of all these forms are present in the book. Simplicity has been 

sought in its expression, so that the jurist, the manager, the lawyer, the merchant and the commoner of commercial obligations can 

understand it as well. " 

Overview of the chapters covered: Principles of Ottoman legal trials, Principles of commercial trials, The Egyptian Code of Procedure 

in Civil and Commercial Matters for Civil Courts, Egyptian Code of Procedure in Civil and Commercial Matters for Mixed Courts, 

definition of the contract, the reason and history of its creation, its general rules and its advantages ... A table of legal terms in Ottoman 

and Egyptian is placed at the end. 

Nice copy. 6211                           $ 1 080 



5. BECHARD, EMILE . (PHOTOS) & ANDRE PALMIERI  

(TEXTE ) -L'EGYPTE ET LA NUBIE. GRAND ALBUM 

MONUMENTAL , HISTORIQUE , ARCHITECTURAL . 

REPRODUCTION PAR LES PROCEDES INALTERABLES DE LA 

PHOTOTYPIE DE CENT CINQUANTE VUES 

PHOTOGRAPHIQUES PAR M. BECHARD, ARTISTE 

PHOTOGRAPHE, COMPRISES DEPUIS LE CAIRE (EGYPTE) 

JUSQU'A LA 2E CATARACTE (NUBIE). AVEC UN TEXTE 

EXPLICATIF DES MONUMENTS D 'APRES NOS MEILLEURS 

ECRIVAINS PAR M. A. PALMIERI . Paris, Quinsac (phototypie), 
Chaix (imprimerie), A Palmieri et E. Bechard (éditeurs-
propriétaires), 1887. 1 vol. in-plano (480 x 630 mm) comprising: 10 

double-leaf text sheets resulting in 24 numbered pages, including: half-

title, title page, preface, publisherõs note, Amrouõs letter to Caliph 

Omar, and explanations of the plates; [2] ff: list of principal authors 

and table of contents, 4 pp: òLetters written from Egypt and Nubia in 

1828 and 1829 by Champollion the Youngeró numbered 175 to 177, 

1 blank p.; 150 collotype photographic plates, all signed, numbered, 

and captioned in the margins. (stains, slight marginal yellowing, signs 

of wear). Loose sheets, in the publisherõs red half-cloth slipcase with 

laces, corner protectors, and a cover bearing the printed title with 

Egyptian-style ornamentation. (Stains and signs of wear). 

A monumental album containing 150 phototypes of ancient and 

modern monuments in Egypt, as well as scenes of the daily life and 

customs of its inhabitants; this extraordinary work is the creation of 

the famous Orientalist photographer Émile Béchard, who was 

awarded the gold medal at the 1878 Paris Worldõs Fair. 

The end of Bonaparteõs military campaigns opened up access to the 

Middle East, allowing travelers, artists, archaeologists, and scholars to discover this mysterious ònew world.ó £mile B®chard (1840ð

1891) was one of these explorers. Armed with his camera, he traveled throughout Egypt and settled in Cairo, where he opened a 

photography studio from 1869 to 1873, partnering with Hippolyte Délié (1841ð1899). Like their local colleagues Antonio Beato, 

Ermé Désiré, and Hippolyte Arnoux, Délié and Béchard 

photographed city streets and their inhabitants, as well as Egyptõs 

monuments and antiquities, and produced studio portraits. The 

studio, named òAu jardin de lõEsb®kieh,ó sold numerous photo-

postcards to tourists. In 1871, Délié and Béchard sought permission 

from the Egyptologist Auguste Mariette (1821ð1881) to photograph 

the rooms and objects of the Boulaq Museum, which he had 

founded in 1858ñthe same year he established the Egyptian 

Antiquities Conservation Serviceñand of which he was the director. 

Mariette, supportive of the project, collaborated with them by 

selecting objects of interest and writing the accompanying texts. The 

Album of the Boulaq Museum, illustrated with forty photographic 

plates, was published in 1872. The work, one of the first of its kind, 

helped introduce Pharaonic Egypt to the world beyond its borders. 

A curious man, Béchard also photographed everything that came 

within range of his lens, producing a body of work of such high 

quality that his images were presented at the 1878 Worldõs Fair in 

Paris, where his work was awarded a gold medal. The perfection of 

his photographs was extraordinary for the time, and even today we 

remain in awe of this vision of Egypt as we will never see it again. All 

of these photographs are brought together in the present òGrand 

album monumental,ó co-published in 1887, which, through its 

success, helped to introduce Egypt to the world.  

In his preface, B®chard writes: òAt the beginning of the album, we 

have included a letter from Amrou addressed to Caliph Omar; 

although it dates back more than twelve centuries, it remains the 

truest and simplest image of Egypt, whose vast history, buried in an 

endless succession of centuries, is far from being fully written. 

òLetter from Amrou to Caliph Omar, in the year 642: O Prince of 

the Faithful, picture for yourself an arid desert and a magnificent 

countryside between two mountains: this is Egypt. All its produce 



and all its riches, from Aswan to 

Mencha, come from a blessed river 

that flows majestically through the 

heart of the land. The timing of the 

flood and the retreat of its waters are 

also governed by the course of the sun 

and the moon; there is a time of year 

when all the springs  

of the universe come to pay this king 

of rivers the tribute to which 

Providence has subjected them. Then 

the waters rise, overflow their banks, 

and cover the entire face of Egypt to 

deposit the fertile silt. There is no 

longer any communication from one 

village to another except by means of 

boats, as numerous as palm leaves. 

When, subsequently, the time comes 

when its waters are no longer 

necessary for the fertility of the soil, 

the docile river returns to the 

boundaries that destiny has prescribed 

for it, to allow the treasure it has 

hidden in the bosom of the earth to be 

gatheredéó  

This impressive album stands out for 

its original perspectives, its evident attention to composition and the clear proportions of the buildings depicted, as well as for its 

innovative printing process. It is one of the most significant photographic albums published in the 19th century devoted to Egypt, a 

major work by Emile Béchard, regarded in Egypt as one of the greatest photographers of the late 19th century. Its 150 plates were 

printed using the phototype process by Quinsac at Chaix, a printing method employing oil-based ink via bichromate gelatin exposed 

onto a glass plate, developed in 1856 by Louis-Alphonse Poitevin. This technique would later serve as the basis for the development 

of heliogravure, a process allowing for a continuous, non-halftone rendering that provides greater definition of the printed image. 

The one hundred and fifty 

exquisite photographs that 

make up this album form an 

unforgettable historical record, 

accompanied by an 

explanatory introductory text 

by André Palmieri. The list of 

some thirty ancient and 

modern authors provided by 

the publishers Palmery as the 

source for the òexplanation of 

the platesó includes: 

AMPERE, BELZONI, 

BRUCE, CHAMPOLLION 

the Younger, CORRINGE, 

CHIPIEZ, DUCAMP, 

DIODORE OF SICILY, 

EBERS, FONTANE, 

FERRY, HUGONNET, 

HERVÉ, JOMARD, 

LETRONNE, LAMBERT 

DE LA CROIX, L'HOTE, 

MARIETTE, PERROT, 

HERODOTUS, PLINY, and 

STRABO. This text begins 

with the explanation of Plate 

No. 1: General View of Cairo: 

òEl Kahiraó in Arabic (The Victorious). òHe who has not seen Cairo has not seen the worldó (One Thousand and One Nights). The 

first stone of the city of Cairo was laid in the year 970 A.D. by Djaühar, an Arab general who established the Fatimid dynasty in Egypt 

[...] The city forms a sort of oblong square, whose greatest extent, from southwest to northeast, is approximately 4 kilometers long by 

2 kilometers wide. Its perimeter is 24 kilometers, not including Boulaq and Old Cairo [...] A canal, òAl-Khalig,ó diverted from the 

Nile, crosses the city along its entire length [é] Cairo contains 4 large squares, 400 mosques, 40 Christian churches, 13 synagogues, 



1,300 okells, 1,200 cafés, 300 

fountains and cisterns, 140 schools, 

and 70 public baths. The Okells are 

enclosed buildings serving as general 

stores, where each merchant 

deposits his goods [é] 

 

Next come: Entrance to the citadel, 

Mehmet Ali Mosque, Touloum 

Street, Kaid Bey Mosque, Souq el-

Sylah Street, Tomb of the Caliphs, 

El-Hakem Mosque, Tomb of the 

Caliphs, panoramic view of Cairo, 

Gate of Victory, Sultan Hassan 

Mosque, Tombs of the Mamluks, 

Mansour Pasha Street, interior of the 

Amrou Mosque, Barquq Mosque, 

Djebbel-Mokatam, Sebil-Hallah 

Fountain, Dossay: religious festival in 

Cairo, Mashrabiya, the Khalig, Arab 

School, El-Achraf Mosque and 

Tomb, fountain and Arab School, 

Courtyard of an Arab House, 

Seideh-Zeileh Street, corner of 

Mokatam, Sakieh, Chadouf, Obelisk 

of Heliopolis, Virginõs Tree in 

Matarieh, Shoubrah Avenue, panoramic view of 

Cairo, the Great Pyramid, climbing the Great 

Pyramid, descending the Great Pyramid, the 

Great Pyramid viewed from the east, flooding, 

periodic flooding of the Nile, tomb of Ti, statue 

of Sesostris, pyramid of Saqqara, village of 

Chekh-Abadeh, Girgeh and Qeneh Arab villages, 

the BeniðHassan, Abydos: temple and portrait of 

Seti, temple of Denderah, palm grove, obelisk 

and pylon of Ramses II, Luxor, the poem of 

Panthor, colonnade of the Luxor Temple, village 

of Karnak and funerary mountains, Avenue of the 

Sphinxes, Gate of Evergete, Temple of Khonsuñ

Pylon-Gate of Evergete, Karnak: the Pylon of 

Horus, the Pylons, the Sacred Lake, ruins and 

courtyard of the temple, Hypostyle Hall, ruins, 

obelisk of Queen Hatshepsut, procession of the 

sacred boats, Medinet Habu: Temple of Ramses 

III, colossi, gallery, courtyard of the Great 

Temple, columns of the Coptic church, Thebes: 

Ramesseum Temple, broken colossi, the ruined 

pylon, Hypostyle Hall, the Colossi of Memnon, 

the Temple of Qurnah, the Valley of the Kings, 

entrance to a tomb, Temple of Esna, Pronaos: 

Temple of Edfu: gallery, pylon, courtyard, 

corridor, coronation of the King by the 

goddesses; Gebel Silsileh, the Temple of Ombos, 

the port of Aswan, view of the First Cataract, the 

island of Philae: Temple of Isis: colonnades and 

Dromos, hypostyle temple, triumphal arch, 

general view of the temples; Lea, First Cataract: 

Beghe Island, crocodile hunt, the Temple of 

Kerdadeh, the Temple of Kalapcheh, the 

Temple of Dandour, the Temple of Kircheh, the 

Temple of Dakkeh, Great Temple of Isamboul: 

the statue of Ramses, the Sphinx of Hathor; view 

of the Second Cataract. 

Béchard thus concludes his monumental album: 

òAs an essential conclusion to this work, we have reproduced the text of an interesting letter by Champollion the Younger dated from  



Wadi Halfa on January 1, 1829. It was at 

this location that our illustrious and late 

compatriot ended his journey, and it is 

there that we, too, have stoppedó: 

9th of the òLetters Written from Egypt 

and Nubiaó by Champollion the 

Younger, Wadi Halfa, Second Cataract, 

January 1829. Excerpt: òHere I am, 

having fortunately reached the very end 

of my journey; before me lies the Second 

Cataract, a granite barrier that the Nile 

has managed to overcome, but which I 

shall not cross. Beyond it there are 

indeed many monuments, but of little 

importance: moreover, we would have to 

abandon our boats, perch on camels that 

are hard to find, traverse deserts, and risk 

starving to death; for twenty-four mouths 

must eat at least as much as ten, and 

provisions are already very scarce here: it 

is our Syene biscuit that has saved us. I 

must therefore halt my straight-line 

journey and change course, to begin in 

earnest the exploration of Nubia and 

Egypt, of which I have gained a general 

idea on my way up: my work truly begins today, though I already have more than six hundred drawings in my portfolio; but there 

remains so much to do that I am almost daunted; however, I expect to do myself credit with eight months of effort. I will explore 

Nubia during the month of January, and in mid-February I will settle in Thebes until mid-August, when I will quickly travel down the 

Nile, stopping only at Dendera and Abydos. The rest is already in my portfolio. We will then revisit Cairo and Alexandria. [é] The 

great temple of Ibsamboul alone is worth the trip to Nubia: it is a marvel that would be a truly magnificent sight even in Thebes. The 

labor required for this excavation is beyond imagination. The façade is adorned with four seated colossi no less than sixty-one feet in 

height; all four superbly crafted, representing Ramses the Great; 

their faces are portraits and resemble the figures of this king found 

in Memphis, Thebes, and everywhere else. It is a work worthy of 

the highest admiration. Such is the entrance; the interior is entirely 

worthy of it; but visiting it is a grueling ordeal. Upon our arrival, the 

sand, and the Nubians who are responsible for pushing it, had 

blocked the entrance. We had it cleared; we secured as best we 

could the small passage that had been cut through, and we took 

every possible precaution against the flow of that infernal sand 

which, in Egypt as in Nubia, threatens to engulf everything. I 

stripped down almost completely, keeping only my Arab shirt and 

a pair of linen breeches, and presented myself face down at the 

small opening of a doorway which, once cleared, would be at least 

twenty-five feet high. I felt as though I were standing at the mouth 

of a furnace, and as I slipped fully into the temple, I found myself 

in an atmosphere heated to 51 degrees; we explored this 

astonishing excavationñRosellini, Ricci, myself, and one of our 

Arabsñeach holding a candle in hand. The first hall is supported 

by eight pillars against which stand an equal number of colossal 

figures, each thirty feet tall, again representing Ramses the Great: 

on the walls of this vast hall runs a row of large historical bas-reliefs 

depicting the Pharaohõs conquests in Africa; one bas-relief in 

particular, depicting his triumphal chariot, accompanied by groups 

of Nubian and African prisoners, etc., life-sized, offers a 

composition of great beauty and the greatest effect. The other 

hallsñand there are sixteen of themñabound in beautiful religious 

bas-reliefs, displaying highly curious details. The whole is 

concluded by a sanctuary at the back of which sit four beautiful 

statues, much larger than life-size and of very fine workmanship. 

This group, representing Amun-Ra, Phre, Ptah, and Ramses the 

Great seated in their midst, would be well worth sketching againó 

é 

A fine copy, free of foxing and preserved in its publisherõs 

cardboard slipcase. 6485                                       $ 14 400 



6. BELZONI  (GIOVANNI ). -VOYAGES EN 

EGYPTE ET EN NUBIE, CONTENANT LE RECIT 

DES RECHERCHES ET DECOUVERTES 

ARCHEOLOGIQUES FAITES DANS LES 

PYRAMIDES, TEMPLES, RUINES ET TOMBES DE 

CE PAYS. SUIVIS D 'UN VOYAGE SUR LA COTE 

DE LA MER ROUGE, ET A L'OASIS DE JUPITER 

AMMON . Paris, à la Librairie française et 
étrangère, 1821. 2 vols. 8vo bound together (208 x 

130 mm) + 1 vol. in oblong in-plano (500 x 607 

mm), comprising I. xiv (half-title, title 

page, preface, translatorõs note), 451 pp.; 

[2] ff. (half-title, title), 350 pp., [1] ff. 

(errata), and 3 folding engraved plates 

(lithographed portrait of the author as 

frontispiece, engraved stones [p. 273, 

vol. 1], Map of the Course of the Nile [in 

fine, vol. 2]). II. Atlas: [2] ff. (Title and 

explanation of the plates), and 44 

engraved plates, 40 of which are hand-

colored, spread over [34] ff. of 

watermarked òJ. Whatman 1820ó paper, 

including 2 folding plates, with captions in English. (Text: portrait slightly discolored with a small tear restored at the fold, rare foxing. 

Atlas: Discreet filling of worm damage in the inner margin, some corners reinforced, discoloration on the title page.). Text: period 

light-colored half-chamois leather binding, smooth, decorated spines, red and green morocco leather titles, covers lined with marbled 

paper. Atlas: publisherõs cardboard binding, spine of fawn-colored paper, covers with parchment corners and a title label pasted onto 

the front cover. (Signs of wear and stains; covers slightly warped.) 

A rare first French edition published in the same year as the English edition of this work by the pioneer of Egyptology, G. Belzoni; 

this copy combines the travelogue with a sumptuous atlas of 44 lithographed plates printed on Whatman paper and hand-colored 

under the authorõs supervision. 

Giovanni Battista Belzoni (1778ð1823) was an Italian 

explorer from Padua. He left Italy in 1800, fleeing the 

Napoleonic Wars, and traveled throughout Europe before 

organizing his departure for Egypt with the aim of installing 

hydraulic machinery for the countryõs irrigation. Nothing, 

therefore, predestined him to become one of the great 

figures of Egyptian archaeology. Upon his return, he 

published this work, an account of his three journeys to 

Egypt, in which he explains that his work as a merchant led 

him to establish special ties with the locals that other 

Europeans had failed to forge. In it, he describes a facet of 

the character of the Turks, Arabs, Nubians, Bedouins, and 

Ababdeh that was then unknown to the general public in 

Europe. Excerpt from the preface: òHaving made my 

discoveries on my own, I also wished to write the account 

myself, at the risk of being justly accused of recklessness by 

the reader; but if my account loses in charm and elegance, it 

may gain in fidelity and accuracy. Although I am not English, 

I have preferred to report in English, to my readers, as best I 

can, on my research in Egypt, in Nubia, on the Red Sea coast, 

and in the Oasis, rather than risk having my thoughts poorly 

presented by others. All I desire is to be well understood: I shall confine myself to the simple and straightforward narration of what 

happened to me during my travels in these regions from 1815 to 1819. The description of the means I employed to achieve my goal, 

the difficulties that stood in the way of my work, and the manner in which I overcame them will give a fairly accurate idea of the 

customs and traditions of the peoples with whom I had dealings.ó Belzoniõs three journeys to Egypt are the subject of two volumes.  

Pages 329 to 350 of the second volume provide a very comprehensive table of contents for these journeys, punctuated by adventures 

and discoveries. Places visited during these journeys: Rosetta, Alexandria, Cairo, Boulaq, Thebes, Hermopolis, Gow, Dendera, and 

Keneh (where he arranged for the transport of the Bust of the Young Memnon to London), Esna, Edfu, Aswan, the First and Second 

Cataracts of the Nile, Philae Island, Elephantine Island, El-Kalabché, Garba-Dandour, Garba-Merié, Garba Gyrché, Dakké, 

Mehassaka, Seboua, Korosko, Deir, Ibrim, Hogos, Farras, Ybsamboul, Eschké, Wady-Halfa, Mainarty Island, Gulgé Island, Iskous, 

Kardassy, Luxor, Karnak, the valley of Béban-el-Malouk, Bourambol, Minieh, Aschmounian, Erment, Gournah, Gamola, Medinet, 

Thomas, Deir, Almaida, El-Kalabch®, Taffa, Debodé  



Excerpts: "I had the good fortune to discover several remains of antiquities from the primitive inhabitants. I managed to open one of 

the two famous pyramids of Giza, as well as a few tombs of the kings of Thebes. Among the latter, the one that one of the most  

distinguished scholars of our age regards as the tomb of Psamtik is currently visited by travelers as the most beautiful and perfect 

monument in this country. The famous bust of the young Memnon that I brought from Thebes is now in the British Museum; and 

the alabaster sarcophagus found in the tombs of the kings is on its way to England. (...) Upon my return to Europe, I found that so 

many erroneous rumors had been spread among the public regarding my operations and discoveries in Egypt that I considered it my 

duty to publish a simple account of the facts."  

The text includes a lithographed portrait of the author in Egyptian costume as the frontispiece of Volume 1, a fold-out map of the 

Course of the Nile at the end of the second volume, and a fold-out plate featuring engraved stone figures. On the back of the title page 



of Volume 2 is pasted a òNoticeó indicating that the atlas of 44 plates is sold separately from the Atlas, which is likely the reason for 

the extreme rarity of copies containing both the text and the atlas. The atlasõs title page bears the following preamble: òAs the plates 

were executed and illuminated in England, under the authorõs supervision, who wished to ensure greater accuracy in these illustrations, 



they bear only English captions.ó These 

plates, signed òBelzoni deló in the lower right 

corner, are distributed across 34 sheets of 

vellum watermarked òJ. Whatman 1820,ó 

and 40 are colored in watercolor and 

gouache. Summary of this table: I. Seated 

figure, carved in the tomb of Psammis, at 

Thebes. II. Figures depicted in the same 

tomb. III to VIII: Two niches, life-size 

figures, and figures and hieroglyphs from the 

same tomb. IX. Second pyramid of Giza. 

Cross-section of this pyramid, and passages 

opened by Mr. Belzoni to reach the center. 

X. Entrance to the pyramid, opened by Mr. 

Belzoni in March 1818. XI. Passageway that 

was formerly cut through the mass of the 

pyramid. XII. Burial chamber of the second 

pyramid. XIII. Sacrifice of a bull, depicted in 

the tomb of the Egyptian king Psammis, at 

Thebes. XIV. Painting from the great temple 

of Ybsamboul, in Nubia. XV. The Apis bull, 

depicted in the great tomb of King Psammis. 

XVI. A breccia tablet found by Mr. Belzoni 

in the ruins of a temple in an ancient city on 

the Red Sea coast, believed to be Berenice. 

XVII. Emblematic figures from the tomb of 

King Psammis. XVIII. Panel from the tomb 

of Psammis. XIX. Large panel from the 

same tomb. Arrival before the god Osiris in 

the celestial realms. XX. Egyptian temple, 

located on the road to Berenice on the Red 

Sea. The porticoes have been reconstructed. 

XXI. Temple of Dakké, in Nubia. XXII. 

General view of the pyramids. XXIII. Ruins 

of the city of Bacchus. XXIV. General view 

of the ruins of the great temple of Karnak. 

XXV. View of a Bedouin camp. XXVI. 

Extraordinary flooding of the Nile. XXVII. Rocks and the castle of Ibrim, in Nubia. XXVIII. Colossal head of red granite, found in 

the ruins of Karnak. XXIX. Figures depicted on a section of wall in the temple of Offendina, in Nubia. XXX. Dance of Arab peasants. 

XXXI. Interior of the temple of Karnak. XXXII. Plans and details of temples and royal tombs discovered by Mr. Belzoni. XXXIII. 

Plans of temples and stations along the road to Berenice; Temple excavated from a rock at Sekket-Minor. XXXIV. Panoramic view 

of the ruins of Berenice. XXXV. Panoramic view of Sekket. XXXVI. Plants of tropical climates. XXXVII. Ruins of the Temple of 

Erment. XXX VIII. Topographic Map of the Route from the Nile to Berenice on the Red Sea. XXXIX. Topographic View of the 

Valley of Beban-el-Malouk, with the Recently Discovered Tombs.  XL. Plan, Sections, and Decorations of the Great Royal Tomb of 

Psammis, Opened by Mr. Belzoni in 1818. XLI. View of the ruins of Elethyia. XLII. Exterior view of the two temples of Ybsam-boul, 

in Nubia. XLIII. Interior of the temple of Ybsamboul. XLIV. An arch at Thebes and animal mummies found in the tombs of Egypt. 

The coloring of these plates is impressively realistic, and the colors of this copy have remained very fresh. 

Gay, 1622. Chadenat, 5290. Quérard, VIII, 492. Carré, Voyageurs et écrivains français en Égypte, I, 79ð90. 6492 

$ 12 000 

7. BONFILS (FELIX ), SEBAH (PASCAL), ABDULLAH  FRERES. -[ALBUM DE 50 PHOTOGRAPHIES D'EGYPTE ET DU 

MOYEN ORIENT]. [ALBUM OF 50 PHOTOGRAPHS FROM EGYPT AND THE MIDDLE EAST]. SLND [Circa 1870]. 1 oblong 

vol. 8vo (202 x 255 mm) containing 50 albumen prints (90 x 70 mm) numbered in pencil and mounted on 13 cardboard sheets; 1 

double sheet of handwritten manuscript in ink, unbound. Period orange percaline, plain spine, covers decorated with black blind-

stamped floral decoration at the corners. 

A beautiful album bringing together 50 small albumen prints of photographs devoted to Egypt, Jordan, Palestine, Syria, and Turkey, 

produced by Orientalist photographers Félix Bonfils, Pascal Sebah, and the Adullah brothers during the second half of the 19th 

century. 

The names of the photographers appear in white at the bottom right of the images: Félix Bonfils (1831-1885) was based in Beirut, 

Pascal Sébah (1823-1886) in Constantinople, and the studio of the Abdullah Brothers (in Turkish: Abdullah Biraderler, a group of 

three brothers of Armenian origin: Vichen (1820-1902), Hovsep (1830-1908) and Kevork Abdullahian (1839-1918) was active in Cairo 

from 1886 to 1895. 

Our album brings together 50 prints of their works on albumen paper, with good contrast, in an unusual format of 90 x 70 mm. A 

handwritten table in ink provides the captions, most of which appear at the bottom left of the images: Pyramid, climbing the pyramid, 



Bedouin woman carrying her child, 

supper, cart, Arab, Bedouin from 

Ararat, Arab sheikh, Bedouin from 

the Gaza area, Tais runners in Cairo, 

group of Bedouin women, women at 

the mill, tomb of Lazarus in B. 

Lauser, pilgrims entering Bethlehem 

on Christmas Day, Bedouin camp, 

panorama of Bethlehem, mouth of 

the Jordan River on the Dead Sea, 

Jordan River, view of Jericho, 

modern, name of the Olive Tree, 

Village of Bethany, Garden of 

Gethsemane, veiled Turkish woman, 

young woman from Bethlehem, 

interior of the tomb, facade of the 

tomb, Tower of David and Hippicus, 

Damascus Gate, tomb of the Virgin 

Mary, Cave of Agony, colonnade of 

the Church of the Nativity, Western 

Wall on a Friday, Abraham's oak tree 

near Hebron, Mount Carmel, the 

convent, German colony in Haifa, 

general view of the site of Solomon's 

Temple, panoramic view of the port 

and the Bosphorus, Bethlehem 

market, panoramic view of 

Constantinople, mosque in 

Constantinople, mosque in Diami, Grand Bazaar, tomb of the sultans, woman, Turk out for a walk, Seraskerat, theater, Greek... 

Set in perfect condition, preserved in its original binding. 6378 

$ 1 800 

8. BRUCE (JAMES) -VOYAGE AUX SOURCES DU NIL 

PAR JAMES BRUCE. TRADUIT DE L 'ANGLAIS PAR P. F. 

HENRY. Paris, chez Lepetit, an vii-1798. 8 vols. of text and 

1 in-16° atlas (138 x 86 mm) of: I. frontispiece; 237 pp. 

(including notice, title); II. 225 pp.; III. 244 pp. (including 

notice, title); IV. 255 pp. (including notice, title); V. 255 pp. 

(including notice, title); VI. 223 pp. (including notice, title); 

VII. 213 pp. (including notice, title); VIII. 258 pp. (including 

notice, title); Atlas. 108 pp. (including notice, title); [1] p. 

(notice); 1 folding map as frontispiece; 21 plates (numbered 

from 2 to 22, 1 being the frontispiece of the first volume). 

Bookplate: òLibrary of E. & F. Girodó. Contemporary half 

sheepskin, covers covered with pink glue paper with green 

vellum corners, decorated smooth spines, navy blue title and 

volume number, speckled edges, marbled paper endpapers, 

signed with blue silk (minor defects of use and discoloration). 

First edition in 16° format of this famous account of the voyage 

of James Bruce (1730-1794) in search of the sources of the 

Nile, translated into French by P. F. Henry and finely 

illustrated by Tardieu. 

Scottish by origin, James Bruce was appointed ambassador to 

Algiers in 1763. He then began his exploration of Egypt, the Blue Nile, the Red Sea desert, Arabia Felix and Abyssinia. His expedition 

On the proposal of Lord Halifax, the aim of his voyage was to discover the Sources of the Nile and to observe the passage of Venus 

across the disk of the sun in 1769. The importance of Bruce's explorations was long overlooked, and their entire veracity was even 

doubted, so extraordinary did some of the adventures he recounted seem. But several travellers - Combes and Tamisier, Léon 

Delaborde (Revue française, 1838, VII, 424) subsequently confirmed the accuracy of his accounts. Despite some scientific 

inexperience, Bruce's work contributed to a better understanding of the geography and natural history of a still little-known Africa. 

Although he only reached the sources of a tributary, the Blue Nile, his voyage is considered the first truly scientific one in Africa that 

brought this continent into positive geography. His insights into Abyssinia, in particular into the slave customs and religions of this part 

of Africa are of great richness. He returned to England in 1773 and published the account of his travels (Edinburgh, 1790). 



This edition, published in the collection of the "Portable Library of Travel", is the first of this format. Its iconography consists of 1 

frontispiece portrait of the author, 1 folding map placed at the head of the atlas and 21 full-page plates of ethnology, botany and 

zoology, engraved by Tardieu the elder. 

Provenance: Library of E. & F. Girod (Ex-libris). 

A very fine copy, perfectly preserved in its original binding.  

Gay, Bibliography of works relating to Africa and Arabia, 1875, p. 5; Michaux, Bio universelle, V, pp. 666-667. 5685 

$ 1 440 

 

9. BRUN (GUILLAUME CHARLES, 1825-1908) - [VIEW OF 

A RUINED MOSQUE NEAR PHILAE , SIGNED C. BRUN]. 

SLND [Egypte, circa 1850-1860] Oil on wood panel, signed 

lower right, 330 x 240 mm. Period giltwood frame with pencil 

annotation on the back.  

Oil on wood panel by the Orientalist painter Charles Brun, 

depicting the ruined mosque of Keleel-Rasoun-Saba, located on 

the east bank of the Nile near the island of Philae, the very place 

where Gustave Flaubert appears in a photograph by Maxime Du 

Camp from 1850.  

Charles Guillaume Brun (1825-1908), a specialist in genre 

scenes of daily life in North Africa, drew his inspiration from the 

picturesque details of the city of Constantine. He entered the 

École des Beaux-Arts in April 1847 to continue his studies 

alongside his friend from Montpellier, Alexandre Cabanel. 

François Picot was Cabanel's teacher at the time, and on 

Cabanel's recommendation, Brun joined the master's studio. 

The young artist then began to develop his talent. He received 

his first award in 1847 and, from 1851 onward, regularly 

exhibited scenes of daily life in North Africa, particularly in 

Algeria, at the Salon des Artistes Français. Beginning in 1859, he 

unveiled a series of canvases dedicated to Constantine at the 

Salon: "Prayer," "Province of Constantine," and "View Taken at 

Constantine." With his highly precise technique, he provided an 

almost photographic depiction of the city's old streets. His 

impeccably finished compositions are brimming with 

picturesque details. Constantine became a destination for artists 

who lamented the Europeanization of Algiers and found in this 

city an authentically preserved Arab way of life. It was important for the artist to represent the old Arab city, its tightly packed houses 

built on Roman stone foundations, their mud-brick walls whitewashed. The time-worn tile roofs added to the city's unique character. 

Numerous works attest to his concern with depicting architecture animated by contrasts and lighting effects, among which are "An 

Algerian Mother and Child" (Salon of 1880), "Rendezvous at Constantine" (1861), "Moorish Woman" (1867), and "Street Scene in the 

Orient" (1899). In 1883, Brun was elected a member of the Société des Artistes Français. He died in Paris at the age of 82. Our oil on 

panel, a technique favored by Charles Brun, depicts a ruined mosque near the Nile and was likely painted during one of the artist's 

trips to North Africa. Similar works by Brun exist, representing 

desert landscapes, a departure from his more widely known 

paintings, which focus on portraits of people in urban settings. 

The abandoned mosque is that of Keleel-Rasoun-Saba, located 

on the east bank of the Nile near Philae Island. Its distinctive 

silhouette appears in a photograph by Maxime Du Camp (1822-

1894) taken on April 11, 1850. In this photograph, the 

silhouette of his friend, the young writer Gustave Flaubert 

(1821-1880), can be glimpsed through an opening in the 

building's minaret. The photograph was taken during an 

Orientalist journey and archaeological mission (1849-1851). 

[Image joint] 

The artwork and frame are in good condition. 

Bibliography: Index of French Orientalist Painters; E. Bénézit, Dictionary of Painters, Sculptors, Draughtsmen and Engravers; Article 

from the BNF (National Library of France): "When Flaubert Strikes a Pose: Identification of Two New Portraits of the Writer Painted 

in Egypt by Maxime Du Camp," Nicolas Le Guern, November 17, 2025. 6493 

$ 1 680 



10. CAILLIAUD  (FREDERIC) -VOYAGE A MEROE, AU FLEUVE BLANC, AU DELA DE FAZOQL DANS LE MIDI DU 

ROYAUME DE SENNAR, A SYOUAH ET DANS CINQ AUTRES OASIS; FAIT DANS LES ANNEES 1819, 1820 ,1821 ET 1822 PAR 

M. FREDERIC CAILLAUD DE NANTES. Paris, Imprimerie Royale, 1823-1827. 4 vol. 8vo (223 x 136 mm) and 2 atlas vol. in-

plano untrimmed and unbound (540 x 375 mm) of: I. [2] ff. (false title, title) ; XV (privilege, preface), 429 pp (including table), plates; 

II. [2] ff. (false title, title), 442 pp (including table), 4 colored plates; III. [2] ff. (false title, title), 429 pp (including table), 4 colored 

plates and 2 plates in black; IV. [2] ff. (false title, title), 416 pp (including table) ; 1 plate in black, making a total of 15 numbered hors 

texte plates, 12 of which are watercolored and gummed; and of: Atlas I. [2] ff. (false title, title in 2 copies), [15] ff. (dedication, 

explanation of plates), 75 plates numbered 1 to 75; Atlas II. [10] ff. (false title, title, explanation of plates); 74 plates numbered 1 to 75 

(the large double-page map of Nubia is numbered 54 and 55°, for a total of 149 plates. Signed ex-dono from the author òto Mme 

Libaudi¯reó in black ink on the false title of vol. 1 (text volumes in full uncut margins, spines preserved, stains, foxing, traces of wetness 

in margins, restored tears to upper corner of 2 plates). 

Text volumes preserved in their publisher's paperback binding with printed covers, title on cover and spine framed, unbound atlas 

plates housed in boards covered with printed covers, with retaining laces. (stains, wear and tear, small tears). 

A rare, full-margin copy of the first edition of this monumental work on the Egyptian antiquities of Upper Egypt by Frédéric Cailliaud, 

alias Mourad Effendi, naturalist, explorer and pioneer of Egyptology. 

Fréderic Cailliaud (1787-1869) came from Nantes, where he was a neighbor of Jean-Jacques Audubon (1785-1851), considered the 

first ornithologist of the New World. In 1809, attracted by minerals, collections and the Orient, he left for Paris, where he worked as 

a jeweler and took mineralogy courses at the Muséum. In 1811, he travelled to Italy. In August 1814, the fall of Napoleon forced him 

to flee to Greece, Istanbul and Egypt. In Alexandria, Cailliaud stayed with Chevalier B. Drovetti, the French consul. A collector, 

Drovetti spotted the young man's skills in minerals and stonework and took him into his service. In March 1816, Frédéric Cailliaud 

was dazzled by the ascent of the Nile, struck by the sheer wealth of archaeological treasures. Already his notes on rural life in Egypt 

bear witness to his gift for observation, and his descriptions are precise and detailed. The sovereign Mehemet Ali Pacha appointed 

him official mineralogist in a firman dated August 7, 1816, and sent him in search of the emerald mines of Zaharah, forgotten for 

twenty centuries. Criss-crossing the desert between the Nile and the Red Sea in November 1816, he found the remains of buildings 

and, near a vein of micaceous schist, abandoned underground tunnels. He went down alone and discovered his first emerald. Two 

pounds of emeralds would later be extracted from these abandoned mines. In February 1817, he sailed up the Nile to Upper Egypt.  

In May, at Syout (Assio¾t), he witnessed the arrival of a huge caravan of òsixteen thousand head of cattleó from Darfur. In November 

1817, he rediscovered Sekket (Bandar-el-Kebir), a mining town that had also been abandoned for twenty centuries, and, shortly 

afterwards, the site of the ancient port of Berenice. In 1818, he was the first to explore the Kharga (Khargeh) oases west of Thebes. 

He had covered 7,500 kilometers by camel and felucca, and understood Arabic when he returned to Paris in February 1815 with his 

collections, descriptions and drawings. There, he won the admiration and protection of the great geographer and Egyptologist Edme 

François Jomard (1777-1862). 

Frédéric Cailliaud left in an official capacity, with funding. Jomard wanted to draw up a map of Egypt with the precise location of 

ancient cities and monuments. He was joined by a specialist in astronomical surveys, the midshipman Pierre-Constant Letorzec. From 

November 1815 to February 1820, they carried out a 1,800-kilometer meharée west of the Nile via the Fayoum, the Siouah oases 

where buildings are made of sand and salt. They continued on to the oases of Bahariya (El Haïz), Farafra (Qasr el-Farâfra), Dâkhla 

(El Qasr Dakhel), Teneydeh (Teneida) and Kharga, before returning to Assiout having spotted ruins of temples, Coptic churches, hot 



springs, fossil deposits... Back in Cairo, Cailliaud and Letorzec were appointed to accompany a large mission led by Ismaël Pacha, son 

of Mehemet Ali. They saw an opportunity to reach the far south. They bought a felucca and left Cairo on April 22, 1820. At the port 

of Thebes, Cailliaud resumed his excavations. On October 3, 1820, they set off again: Philae, Absimbolli (Abu Simbel), Semma, 

Sesce... They inventoried the temples and studied the fauna, from termites to hippopotamuses and giraffes, and found the famous 

Egyptian beetle. The arid flora also aroused their interest: thalas (Acacia raddiana), buckthorn or jujube (Ziziphus spinachristi), doum 

palm (Hyphaene thebaïca), roustonnier (Calotropis procera), heglys (Balanites aegyptiaca). On May 27, the expedition reached the 

confluence of the Blue Nile with the White Nile, known as òRas (point) el Gartoumó, which was to become Khartoum, the future 

capital of Sudan. Moving up the Blue Nile valley in the middle of the rainy season, the expedition was decimated by disease: dysentery, 

malaria, yellow fever and gangrene. Continuing southwards, they reach the low hills of Abyssinia; the vegetation changes with bamboo 

(Oxytenanthera abyssinicaï); they finally find some gold-bearing sands, but the gold mines of Fazoql are not the Eldorado they had 

hoped for. They reached the southernmost point of the expedition: Singué, between Djibouti and Addis Ababa.  

The expedition, decimated by disease and the hostility of the natives, was unable to continue. Letorzec was weakened by malaria, and 

on February 2nd 1822, the two men from Nantes set off on their return journey by boat or camel. Near Meroe, they came across 

Linant de Bellefonds, an explorer from Lorient, on a mission to England. Cailliaud took the time to draw the temples of Naga and 

Messourat, signing his passage with graffiti (found by ethnobotanist Michel Chauvet in 1980). Further afield, in the loop of the Nile, 

he made a further 26 drawings of the pyramidal ruins of the sandstone butte-témoin of Djebel Barka for his atlas, not hesitating to 

make a 200-kilometre detour into the desert (west of the second cataract) to visit the oasis of Selimeh (Selima). Before Aswan, he 

visited Abou-Simbel. On his return from this three-year journey, Cailliaud was convinced that the religion of the Egyptians, whose gods 

were identified with animals, had been strongly influenced by Ethiopia, which boasted a wealth of flora and fauna.  

In Thebes, he completed his collection of drawings of arts and crafts. His testimony is essential, as since this expedition, some tombs 

have been lost and many frescoes have been altered by the influx of tourists. Similarly, at Abydos, he took care to reproduce an 

important bas-relief bearing the names of the kings of Egypt inscribed in their cartouches. This will enable J.F. Champollion to establish 

the genealogy of the pharaohs of the 18th dynasty. On October 30, 1822, Cailliaud and Letorzec embarked with their collections, 

disembarking in Marseille on December 11. In Paris, Jomard finally discovered the impressive collection of antiquities brought back: 

950 pieces, including ten human mummies as well as mummies of dogs, cats, crocodiles and fish, funerary objects, statues in wood, 

granite, bronze and ivory, jewelry: necklaces, bracelets, scarabs, sarcophagi sometimes richly decorated, such as the one at Pétéménon, 

enclosing the mummy of the deceased, not forgetting weapons, insects, shells, stuffed birds and plants that will be studied by Raffeneau-

Delile (1826). Added to this are descriptions of the regions crossed, their inhabitants and their habits and customs, the famous Arts et 

M®tiers collection, surveys and mapsé 

Back in Nantes on February 24, 1823, Cailliaud was welcomed as a local hero. His òVoyage ¨ M®ro® et au Fleuve Blancó in four 

volumes and two atlases was published between 1823 and 1827, with Jomard contributing the two atlases totalling 150 plates and maps 

based on Letorzec's astronomical observations. At the suggestion of F. de Chateaubriand, Minister of Foreign Affairs, he is made a 

Knight of the Legion of Honor. Cailliaud was appointed Curator of the Nantes Natural History Museum in 1836.  



In addition to the account of his journey, the work contains precise geographical descriptions, the results of astronomical and 

meteorological observations (numerous tables in volume IV), òvocabularies of the language of Syouahó, òof the language of the 

Qam©myl negroes at Bert©tó and òof the language spoken at Dongolahó, a list of oasis villages in lower Egypt and northern Sudan, 

transcriptions of Greek epigraphs found at Thèbes, remarks on customs and habits, as well as observations on flora and fauna.   

The two atlases total 149 remarkably executed plates and maps. Most are lithographed from the author's own drawings. They feature 

monuments, landscapes, plans, views, inscriptions, costumes, fauna, flora... 

Provenance: copy given by the author òto Mme Libaudi¯reó (inscription in black ink on the false title of vol. 1).  

We have not located another copy in its original condition, with full margins, preserved in its publisher's boards. This condition of the 

unbound plates is of great interest for exhibition purposes. 5680 

$ 11 400 

11. CASTELLAN (ANTOINE -LAURENT). -MîURS, USAGES, COSTUMES DES 

OTHOMANS ET ABREGE DE LEUR HISTOIRE AVEC DES ECLAIRCISSEMENTS TIRES 

DõOUVRAGES ORIENTAUX ET COMMUNIQUES PAR M. LANGLES. Paris, Nepveu, 
1812. 6 vols. 16to (142 x 93 mm) of: I. 1 frontispiece; 20 pp. (half-title, title, foreword); XXXI 

(historical summary); 119 pp.; [1] p. table; II. 1 frontispiece; [2] ff. (half-title, title); 225 pp.; [1] 

f. (table); III. 1 frontispiece; [2] ff. (half-title, title); 251 pp.; [1] (table); 15 plates; IV. 1 

frontispiece; [2] ff. (half-title, title); 282 pp.; [1] table; 16 plates; V. 1 frontispiece; 9 plates; [2] 

ff. (half-title, title); 231 pp.; [1] p. (table); VI. 1 frontispiece; [2] ff. (Half-title, title); 235 pp. 

(including table); 26 plates; a total of 72 color engraved plates (including the 6 frontispieces). 

(Some browning and transfer marks opposite the plates, overall fresh). Full contemporary cold-

mosaic glazed calfskin, smooth decorated and titled spine, gilt frieze on the covers, gilt roulette 

on the edges and inside, gilt edges, green silk bookmarks, marbled paper endpapers. 

First edition of this work on the Ottoman Empire by Antoine-Laurent Castellan (1772-1838), 

French painter, engraver, and traveler, a publication famous for its rich ethnographic 

iconography consisting of 72 full-page engravings by M. Lambert, all watercolored in this copy. 

While the quality of the coloring may vary from copy to copy, the coloring in this copy is rich 

and nuanced. The colorist has done a very delicate job, highlighting every detail and thus 



emphasizing the beauty of the engravings. The success of these small 

illustrated volumes prompted the French publisher Nepveu to publish 

other works of this kind on other regions of the world. A pupil of Pierre-

Henri de Valenciennes, who taught him the basics of painting, Castellan traveled extensively, notably to Turkey, Greece, Italy, and 

Switzerland. On his return, he published several works on these travels, which he illustrated with his own drawings, as is the case with 

this work. 

The plates depict a variety of subjects, with a majority of portraits highlighting costumes, but also scenes from everyday life, musical 

instruments, and architecture (mosques, harems, etc.). Among the many portraits are: òVizier. Sultan,ó òMusician. Dancer. Harem 

Supervisor,ó "Turch-Oghan Writing with the Calam. Master of Writing,ò óSultan's Turban Bearer. Sultan's Sword Bearer,ò óMamluks,ò 

óMinister of Foreign Affairs. Interpreter,ò and óWhirling Dervishes." In addition to its rich illustrations, the book is full of information 

on the history and culture of the vast Ottoman Empire. The author provides a summary of Ottoman history (vols. 1 & 2), a study of 

the court (vol. 3) and the government (vol. 4), an overview of religion (vol. 5) and a panorama of costumes and crafts (vol. 6). A 

beautiful copy with particularly vivid and refined colors. 

A very fine copy, fresh and superbly bound. 6383                       $ 6 600 

 

12. CHAMPOLLION  (JEAN-FRANÇOIS, DIT LE 

JEUNE). -LETTRE A M. DACIER [...] RELATIVE A 

L'ALPHABET DES  

HIEROGLYPHES PHONETIQUES EMPLOYES PAR 

LES EGYPTIENS POUR INSCRIRE SUR LEURS 

MONUMENTS LES TITRES, LES NOMS ET LES 

SURNOMS DES SOUVERAINS GRECS ET 

ROMAINS. Paris, Firmin Didot père et fils, 1822. 
1 volume, 8vo (233 x 150 mm), comprising: [2] leaves 

(half-title, title), 52 pages, 4 folding plates [plates IðIII 

lithographed, plate IV a modern facsimile]. 19th-

century brown half-calf, decorated raised spine, title in 

black morocco, covers covered with marbled paper. 

First edition of this text detailing Jean-François 

Champollionõs decipherment of hieroglyphics, 

universally regarded as the birth of Egyptology. 

Jean-Fran­ois Champollion, known as òChampollion 

the Youngeró (Figeac, December 23, 1790 ð Paris, 

March 4, 1832), was a French linguist, historian, and 

Egyptologist world-renowned for deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs, thereby paving the way 

for modern Egyptology. His brother, 12 years his senior, the archaeologist Jacques-Joseph Champollion, known as òChampollion 

the Elderó (1778ð1867), was his tutor and passed on to him a passion for archaeology. Jacques-Joseph remained in the background 

to better highlight his younger brotherõs achievements. After Jean-Fran­oisõs untimely death in 1832, he published his unfinished 

works, to which he had contributed. From 1804 to 1807, Jean-François Champollion was a student at the Imperial Lycée in 

Grenoble. His teachers included Abbé Claude-Marie Gattel, who helped him with his linguistic studies, and the botanist Dominique 

Villars. Il se plie mal à la discipline rigoureuse du lycée mais demeure en contact étroit et fréquents avec Jacques-Joseph dont la 

nomination au poste de secrétaire de l'Académie delphinale met l'Égypte au centre des préoccupations des deux frères. En juin 



1804, Jacques-Joseph fait à cette académie une communication sur les inscriptions de la « pierre de Rosette », fragment de stèle 

trouvé en Égypte en 1799 et portant un décret rédigé en grec, en démotique et en hiéroglyphes.  

En janvier 1806 dans une lettre à ses parents, Jean-François écrit : « Je veux faire de cette antique nation une étude approfondie et 

continuelle. Lõenthousiasme o½ la description de leurs monuments ®normes mõa port®, lõadmiration dont mõont rempli leur puissance 

et leurs connaissances, vont sõaccro´tre par les nouvelles notions que jõacquerrai. De tous les peuples que jõaime le mieux, je vous 

avouerai quõaucun ne balance les £gyptiens dans mon cïur. è Le 13 septembre 1807, il sõinstalle ¨ Paris pour ®tudier, entre autres, le 

copte et lõamharique. Il suit les cours de langues orientales au Coll¯ge de France, et plus particuli¯rement ceux dõarabe par Antoine-

Isaac Silvestre de Sacy, de persan par Louis Langl¯s et dõh®breu par Prosper Audran. Il assiste aussi ¨ ceux de lõ£cole des langues 

orientales dans les mêmes matières et fréquente la Bibliothèque impériale. 

He became friends with Aubin Louis Millin, curator of the antiquities collection, and with Dom Raphaël de Monachis, who introduced 

him to an Egyptian priest, Geha Cheftitchi, who taught him Coptic. He was so talented that in December, a man named Id Saouda 

mistook him for an Arab. The study of languagesñPersian, Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabicñtook up all his time. 

In 1808, a publication by archaeologist Alexandre Lenoir on a complete decipherment of Egyptian hieroglyphsñthough fancifulñ

inspired Jean-François to study the decipherment of hieroglyphs. Abbé de Tersan, a collector, provided him with a copy of the Rosetta 

Stone, but he preferred to study papyri in cursive script first. In 1808, he wrote to his brother: òI have made quite a significant step in 

this study: 1) I have proven through comparisons that all the papyri belong to the same writing systemñ2) that I have determined the 

value of all the letters through the Rosetta inscription, which shows they are absolutely identicalñ3) that I have deciphered the beginning 

of the papyrus engraved in Denon, plate 138 [é] which in Coptic means, word for word: ôSay: Rest in peace, O Egyptian, fulfill your 

final destiny, escape the Darkness of the tomb and of death.õó  

In the spring of 1809, he wrote a Coptic grammar and studied the 

Demotic text on the Rosetta Stone, attempting to decipher the 

Demotic text. In July 1809, at the age of eighteen, he was appointed 

assistant professor of history at the University of Grenoble, where 

he moved. On August 7, 1810, in an academic paper, he declared 

that Demotic was a simplification of hieroglyphs, and based on this, 

proved that Demotic was an alphabetic script of twenty-five letters, 

while hieroglyphs were a script capable of expressing either sounds 

or syllables (phonograms) or òsymbolsó or ideas (ideograms). In 

1812, he established a chronology of scripts, with the cursive forms 

(hieratic and demotic) being a simplified version that came after 

hieroglyphs. He also discovered that canopic jars were used to 

preserve internal organs after finding a mummified fragment in one 

of the canopic jars in the Grenoble library. He also deduced that 

since the jars had animal heads, they were therefore linked to the 

judgment of souls. From 1812 through 1815, and then from 1818 

to 1821, he was a professor of history at the University of Grenoble. 

Starting in 1821, Jean-François deciphered the first royal 

cartouches, including that of Ptolemy V on the Rosetta Stone, and 

later that of Cleopatra on the base of an obelisk and on a bilingual 

papyrus. 

A friend, the architect Jean-Nicolas Huyot, had sent him 

reproductions of two cartouches from the temples of Abu Simbel 

that had just been discovered, Champollion recognized the solar 

sign of Ra (Re), another sign he knew to be M, and two Sõs: RaMSS, 

meaning Ramses, which also translates to òRe brought him into the 

world.ó In the same way, he deciphered ThothMS, Thutmose. 

Thus, on September 14, 1822, he exclaimed: òIõve got it.ó This 

decipherment of the royal names of Thutmose and Ramses was a 

true epiphany that left the linguist in a daze: it was the first confirmation of the validity of his theories on reading hieroglyphs! With the 

help of the Rosetta Stone, inscribed with a trilingual text (hieroglyphs, Demotic, Greek), and other monuments and documents brought 

back from Egypt by French and British explorers and scientists, Jean-François had been able to refine his hypotheses until this 

revelation. In just a few days, he prepared a paper for the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres, which he read on September 

27, the date ultimately chosen for the decipherment. The paper was slightly revised and published by Firmin Didot the following 

month, under the title Letter to Mr. Dacier. òIn this text, he builds on the work of scholars such as Silvestre de Sacy, Äkerblad, and 

Young, and definitively proves the existence of hieroglyphic characters used to represent sounds, demonstrating his ability to read 

names as diverse as Ptolemy, Cleopatra, Alexander, Berenice, and even Caesar and Trajan in various documentsó (S. Polis, L'Aventure 

Champollion, p. 96) 

The original edition of this booklet is illustrated with four lithographed plates of hieroglyphs engraved from Champollionõs original 

drawings. In this copy, a facsimile replaces plate no. IV, which was removed by a previous owner. 

A very fresh copy with wide margins, preserved in its attractive 19th-century binding. 

De Ricci, òEssai de bibliographie de Champollion le jeune,ó 1922; L'Aventure Champollion, Paris, BnF, 2022; Blackmer, 306. 6512 

$ 4 560 



13. CLERMONT-GANNEAU  (CHARLES) -H ISTOIRE DE CALIFE 

LE PECHEUR ET DU CALIFE HAROUN ER-RECHID , CONTE INEDIT 

DES MILLE ET UNE NUITS. TEXTE TURC ACCOMPAGNE DE NOTES 

EXPLICATIVES ET DE LA TRADUCTION FRANÇAISE EN REGARD. 

Jérusalem, Typographie de Terre Sainte, 1869.  

1 volume, 8vo (213 x 142 mm): 128 pp., bilingual text in French and Arabic 

printed within a decorative border, engraving opposite the title page, and 

chapter headings. (Stains, small hole). Paperback, in the publisherõs 

illustrated cover featuring an Oriental-style border (minor signs of wear).  

First separate edition of this famous tale from the Thousand and One 

Nights featuring Caliph Harun al-Rashid. 

This previously unpublished tale is taken from the Turkish version of the 

Thousand and One Nights, printed in Constantinople in 6 volumes. It 

belongs to the cycle of humorous short stories associated with the popular 

figure of Harun al-Rashid. A very rare bilingual edition in French and Arabic, printed in a decorated frame, with an engraving opposite 

the title page and chapter headings. 

Provenance: Autograph copy signed by the author and sent to the Orientalist Pavet de Courteille. (Chauvin VI-190.) 

A beautiful, untrimmed copy preserved in its original binding. 6483 

$ 1 140 

14. DROUVILLE  (GASPARD). -VOYAGE EN PERSE FAIT EN 1812 ET 1813 ; PAR GASPARD DROUVILLE , COLONEL DE 

CAVALERIE AU SERVICE DE S. M. L'EMPEREUR DE TOUTES LES RUSSIES, CHEVALIER DE PLUSIEURS ORDRES. Paris, 
Librairie Nationale et Etrangere, 1825. 2 vols. 8vo (210 x 140 mm), 3 ff., XI, 282 pp.; 2 ff., 243 pp. and 60 lithographed and 

colored plates, including 6 folding plates, and a folding map with colored outlines. (Fading, lower corner of one plate restored). 

Contemporary cardboard binding imitating marbled calfskin, smooth decorated spine, titles and volume numbers in red and blue 

morocco, red edges. 

Rare first Parisian edition (following the Moscow edition of 1819) of this account of a journey to Persia, including 60 color plates and 

a fold-out map. 

Its author, Gaspard Drouville, cavalry colonel in the service of His Majesty the Emperor of All Russia and knight of several orders, 

describes in his preface the circumstances of his journey and stay in Persia: "A three-year stay in Persia would not have provided me 

with more reliable information on this subject if my close relationships with several distinguished figures had not facilitated my 

admission to various harems, notably those of the family of Asker Khan, the last Persian ambassador to France. For six months, I 

occupied part of the house of this respectable old man, who treated me constantly according to our customs, which he had adopted; 

and rarely did several days go by without him taking me to visit the ladies of his family. This deference, which at first was merely a 

matter of politeness, eventually became a habit, to the point that in a short time I was as free to visit them as if they were European 


